BERCHTOLD'S APPEAL FOR GERMAN SUPPORT      199
ous people in Vienna "were expressing frequently the hope
that Austria had now the excuse for coming to a final reck-
oning with the Serbians," the German Ambassador, Tschir-
schky, used every opportunity to warn calmly but very
energetically and earnestly against any overhasty steps.
He pointed out above all else that Austria must be clear as
to exactly what she wanted, and remember that she did not
stand alone in the world; she must consider her allies and
the entire European situation, and especially the attitude
which Italy and Rumania would take in regard to Serbia.14
On July 2; Berchtold set forth to him all the dangers from
the Greater Serbia propaganda. News had just come that
twelve assassins were on the way to assassinate Emperor
William. It was as much to Germany's, as to Austria's,
interest to put an end to the Belgrade plottings. Tschir-
schky admitted this, but observed confidentially to the
Austrian Minister that the reason Berlin had not given
more definite promises of support in the past was that
Austria "had talked much theoretically but had never for-
mulated a fixed and definite plan of action"; only when such
a plan was formulated, could Berlin promise full and com-
plete support; and he again warned Berchtold of the danger
of alienating Rumania and Italy.15 Similarly from Berlin
came expressions of sympathy, but they were accompanied
with advice to be cautious. The Austrian Ambassador in
Berlin telegraphed:
Zimmermann [German Under-Secretary of State for For-
eign Affairs] assured me that he would consider decisive
action on the part of Austria, with whom the whole civilized
world today was in sympathy, quite comprehensible, but still
he would recommend the greatest caution, and advise that
no humiliating demands be made upon Serbia.15
i^Tschirschky to Bethmann, June 30, KD., 7.
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